Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.066; wR factor = 0.239; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.2.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 8 H 9 NO 2 , contains three crystallographically independent molecules, which are essentially planar, the carboxyl O atoms deviating by 0.091 (3), 0.101 (2) and 0.164 (3) Å from the mean plane through the non-H atoms. In the crystal, all three molecules form O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen-bonded about inversion centers, forming eight-membered rings with graph-set notation R 2 2 (8).
In addition, N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding and C-HÁ Á Á interactions reinforce the packing.
Related literature
For comparison bond-length data in some substituted amino benzoic acid compounds, see: Dzierżawska-Majewska et al. (2006) ; Smith et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . In this structure, the three molecules all form O-H···O hydrogen bonded dimers, between molecules lying about inversion centers, forming eight-membered rings with an R 2 2 (8) motif in graph-set notation (Fig. 2) . Further, N-H···O hydrogen bonding and C-H···π interactions reinforces the packing (Table 1, Fig. 3 ).
Experimental 4-(Methylamino)benzoic acid (0.60468 g, 0.4 mol) (Aldrich) was added to water of 300 ml. The temperature was kept constant at 343 K and solution stirred in a mixer for 1 h, and then solution was left at room temperature to be crystalline.
A day later, colourless crystals formed.
Refinement
All H atoms were observed in a differences Fourier map. The H atoms in the title compound were placed geometrically Fig. 1 . View of the three molecules in the asymmetric unit of the title compound with numbering scheme and thermal ellipsoids drawn at 30% probability.
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